COVENTRY TRANSPORT M USEUM

Mutoring writer and TV presenier passton for motor cars, . :
Cuentin Willson was clearly thrilled to. Before an invited audience he spoke of ﬂ:"tﬂbﬁr 2{] ! ['}

have been invited 1o open the Lodvhird  Ladybirds with enthusiasm, suggesting
Bie Book of Motorears Bhow on they provide a basis for children’s
October 8. In his address he reveated development; are warm and nostalgic,
o these pocket-sized children’s books  and are a seminal force in our lives.

Tead given him the love, interest and “They come from a Golden Age.™ he
said, Cuentin took along his children
Max and Mini who played lookalikes
from the Peter and Jane books. Pat the
dog completed the family picture,

Alzo present was the Managing Director
of Ladybird Books, Stephanie Bamon
and Gerald Whitcombe, one of the artists
who illustrated the books.

Chairman's Chat

Last month, | asked members to be ready to
help with the stores move, This has besn
delaved because of technical 1ssues with the
[mse amd we shall have very short notice
when it actually oocurs.

This month sees the infroduction of an
“g-newsletier” by the Museum for anvbody
who has registered and 1°'m sure this will be
of mterest to many Friends.

Bext month, we hope to be in a position to
make our newsketter available via email to
the small number of Friends who have

b . Launch: Cuentin Willson with expressed a preference to receive it in this
Stephanie Barton und Gary Hall wny, thus confributing to savings in the cost
: of distribution —a mailshot to all members

] costs in the region of £60.00 plis time oul
of the Museum's ever-tighrening budget,
Matice of the stores move may well he oo

short io nodi Py vou by post, | have areanged
the next edition of the Muscum
"e-pewsletier™ to be sent to all members
with email {with a facility to unsubscribe if
ik are nof interesicd ).

While the mewsleticer will always be
available in printed Form, an increase i the
number electing to receive 1t electromically
would be really helpful.

These are just examples of the benefit of our
having all available email addresses.
Currently, we have these for just over half
the membership. Does this mean that nearly
half of vou do not have email? Or 35 09 tha
sone have omimed to tell us the address?
Perhaps vou're nod sure

[F vou have email and have not recetved one
telling you about the Museum's
“e-pewsletter”, it will mean that we do not
have your address or that it is incomrect.

Inn this case, please send an email {0 us at

The evocative scenes created using large-sized images from Ladybird Books have
been brought to life using cars and cycles from the museum collection (sze pholos
below), The familiar hardbacks were first published in 1940, their size being
dictated by wortime paper shortages, The books also had 1o 6l the company™s prinl
mochines in Loughborough, where they wers produced for more than 60 vears,
- i - g Always in full colour and at an

‘n affordable price - for 30 vears until 1971
e the books were priced ot 2/6d. After
decimalization they sold &t 13p. They
are printed in more than 30 languages

You can use the same address o let us
——E kmow if you would like to receive this
- KV E " TV newsiener by email.

The Scott Memorial Lecture guest speaker will be Sir John Egan

ofi "Past Problems and Future Hopes of Building Luxury Cars in the UK'. This is & rare opportunity to listen
and talk o the architect of British luxury car manufacturing from the 1980, just when car making in the UK was
fighting for it's life. Sir John will talk about development of the Hybrid engine project, reducing fuel
consumption in luxury cars and the manufacturing of quality British components for the luxury car market.

Special Friends™ price is £6.00. All money raised from the event will be donated to Myton Hospice.




Follgwing last month's report an the Coventry Maroring Festival, | would
just like to add that it was a big weekend for Friends who helpad out with
store tours and manned our stand at the Memorial Park, While some friends
stayed at the park to enjoy the various entertainment and look after the
vehicles on display, others hopped abeard 332 for a run around the route in
canvay with a De Couwrcey double-decker. Of course some Friends wook

chesir owwn classle on the run.

Drespite the morning ramn all passengers enjoyed the bas wrip through the
leafy nes and villages of Warwickshire, and cur thanks go to Colin for a
nice steady drive. My picture is of our mid-way refreshments stop at the
Bulls Head. Brinklow, when the two double deckers were passed by a TRS

and E-cype jaguar.
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Brion Jeckson

- A reminder that it's
the London wo
Brighton an
Mavember 7 and the
1902 Mapier {plowured
ol efe) wall be in this

Y years fiadd,
The curfent cwner is
g Daniel Sielecki who

i bought the car six
ymars ago, Motably
Mapier was the first
British car to win in an
internaticnal race
Good luck for the Toh
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Pictures from the top: WLIE 120, the ex-Appleyard
1950 XK 120 rally car; & series 11 E-ype coupe from
Switzerland 15 Hagged away; M5B 30, an 5-{ype
Inoking particularly sporty on wire wheels



Seprember Xird was the 75th anniversary of the very first Jaguar,

To mark the occasion, a group of 75 individeally-numbered, iconic
maxdels from peross the vears made a two-day joumey from Coventry
bo Croodwood,

The cars would armive in London for anoovernight siop at the Mayfair
Haotel with a celebratory dinner and prchive films in the Crystal Room.
(O course this 13 hallowed ground as it’s the very place where the
original Jaguar model was launched 75 years ago, The cars would
continue on the Saturday to a fimish at the UK’ s largest heritage motor
festival, the Goodwoosd Revival,

Most cars were privately-owned examples, driven by their owners,
Chhers were famous cars from Ragusr’s own heritage collection,
including the E-Type, C-Tvpe, pre-war 58 Jaguar saloons

and & selection of the firm's latest mosdels.

sorme of the cars started their drive from Castle Bromwich with
emplovess acting as co-drivers and two of Japuar's Tongest serving
emplovees went along (o experience this very special weekend

Evenl

Each entrant was loaned a sat nav, Hardly a device for a retro event
Bur for af least one owner it was a godsend, serving as & speedometer
when the dashboard instrument died a death en roure!

Factfile

© When the first ever Jagoar was revealed. 5ir William Lyons asked
guests of the launch event to speculate on how much e 55 Jaguar
2.5 Litre Saloon would cost, The average guess was

£632, In fact, the handsome, luxurious machine cost a menz £385,

O Al Le Mans in [953 Jaguar C-Types finished |st, 2nd and 4th

he company sent a telerram to the Queen, dedicating i85 win to her,
in her coronation yvear, and received 2 congratulatory reply from Her
Plajesty.

O The X220 was developed by an mformal group of laguar
emplovees known as the “Saturday Club® who, s the name sugoesis.
dedicated their spare fime to special projects,

© The Fastest ever Jaguar was a slightly modified produection XFR
that achieved 223 675mph at the Bonneville Sall flats m 2008,

Proteres by Nerth Tharer

Pictures from the top: BN 31 JY) 15 the 2001 Jagmar XKH Picture above: a fine assembly of Jaguars on Millennum Place with
Austin Powers Union Jack replica from the Jaguar Heritage Whitthe Arches framing the picture and the spires of Holy Trinity
Trust; former Jaguar test driver Nomman Dewis in demand for | and the Old Cathedral bavond, In the front row from lefi are -

some film footage: FOW 296, a post-war 2% litre saloon a mid-30's 2'4 litre saloon, a mid-30"s |4 litre saloon, the oldest in

booking very fine in fwo-tone bl livery the event, and an 55 Jaguar 2!4 lifre open fourer




Ten minutes with Quentin Willson

Best known as a presenter of Top Gear, Quentin Willson is the
man who slhshed thousands of pounds from the cose of new cars
evernight, He exposed the loaded prices that Britsh marorists
wire paying compared with continental neighbours, While at
Channel Five he created Britain's Worst Driver format In 2004
Cheentin Willsan was Best Motoring Writer of the Year. A raft
of similar shows followed, incleding Britains Worst DiYer, Worst
Mather in Low, Worst Husband, Worst Teenager, and Worst Builder
In 2004 he was awarded Motoring Writer of the Year

During the supper to launch the Ladybird Book Show,

Keith Draper put a few questions to him.

For a decade from %91 yvou co-presented Top Gear when you
were the serioos, sensible member of the tcam. Hasn't the
programme changed since you left for Channel Five?

The world 1z divided. Some people think [Jeremy] is one of the
best pre-eminent modoring journalists in the world and some
people don’t. That's what iz good about him. He does divide
opinion; but he's certainly good at what he does; a distinctive
very entertaining personality; he's revolutionized car joumalism
bevond our wildest expectations; and turned for better or worse
Top Gear into a hybeid entertainment show and there are people
st think that's fantastic; and the audience is much more
considerable than in my day. But of course there are those who
prefier a show with more content.. Tio be more down-to-earth.

It tends to be all image, litte substance these days, doesn’t 17
That is the world at the moment — just leok 8t what's on the tront
pages of the tabloid newspapers who peis chucked off first in
reality television, Cheryl Cole and all this sori of stuff. We have
to get with it. The world has changed beyvond all recopnition. And
wihat vou and [ think is great 15 not necessaniy.

That's why it’s lovely o be here celebrating the soft gentes),
Iovely lovely world of Britain circa 1957

| understand you started owt in life selling beat up Ferraris
and Maseratis.

| was between school and university stared with cars, started with
a frog-eye Sprite, zold il at a profil and then purchased a Sanbeam
Tiger, Bought an E-Tvpe 495 bad 1o fix the clutch in my parems”
driveway and sold that. Wenl (o university did my degree. You
kiow 1°d go to university ina Jensen Inferceptor, Afler that | then
carried on selling these cars

I even had & Ferrari Dastona al one stage, Bought it for £3506 and

sobd it the next day for £4000 . [ thought that was fantastic, They
were lovely davs.

Amn imteresting time, But if vom were starting all over again,
what would you be selling?

I'd probably go down that same road, OF course the cars are 5o
much more expensive those old Ferrans and Maseratis. What a
fovely thing 1o be involved in, And | miss going on the tram 1o
some bankrupt avction i Devon or Comwall or somewhere, And
coiming back with an absolute treasure of an old AC 428, nursing
it back wp the motorway, watching all the gauges, wondering if it
was going to overheal or blow up; getring it back and then doing
it wp, driving it around for a couple of weeks and then selling i,
How do you see the modern-day car indusiry?

The global car industry, particulardy in the UK is really good,
really audacious, Take Jaguar, take Land Rover with the Range
Rover. You know, they're fantastically adwanced. They're
aplving technical problems, they're lighter, they're much more
ecomomical, Yoo can bay @ small diesel car new that will do
6570 mpg. And it will sound as refined and guiet as a petrol car,
I terms of industry | wish Bill Gates and Microsoft and his
compaters had done what the car industry las done, Cars are so
reliable, they don't rust, they're really frugal, low emissions
People berate the car indusiry because they pollute. But in the lasl
24 months the average emissions have gone down a significant
amount Adr coming out of the exhaust pipe is cleaner than the air
going inte the engine in some cases. Thew should be congratulated
for their huge technical powers,

You were in Birmingham recently to launch the Smart
Electric. What do vou think of electric cars?

I hove a little Mitsibushs, My children are here and when | say to
them, shall we po in the Range Rover of in the Jag? They say, oh
oo daddy, let's go in the electric car, It does B0 miles (o one
charge overnight on Economy 7 for six hours, Top speed is

85 mph, and that 80 miles costs you a litbe over @ quid, Wit s
(here not o love? And they are 5o fast you can chase Min
Conpers because the lorque is insfant. So 1'm a great believer that
these kids will be driving clean cars, 102 nol really about climare
change, it"s aboul the cost of fuel, They won't be able when thay
grow up 1o afford petrol and oil in 2023, The price will be

206k dollars & barrel. That"s why we need to promote this
aliernative technology now.

Any burning ambition 1o own a Coventry-baill classic?

Well, I'm =0 lucky — I've got two —a 1961 E-type Jaguar, & very
carly car made here pt Brown's Lane. 15 got a lovely long
history. I've had it for seven years amd it's just abowt to come oul
of rebuild in the middle of next year. And then there's the car
I've had since | was 18, a Daimler SP250 Dart, fibreplass, once
owned by the Countess of Strathmore. | bowght that car when |
waas 18 for about 38 quid and 've had it ever since

%0 here vou're talking o a man a just loves Coveniry and
Coventry cars. 've a Range Rover al home. Ok, miol Coventey bul
it 15 Midlands and a Jag an XJ. So when il comes 1o buying cars
I"ve got 1o drive something that's been miade in the Midlands,

It"s important for me, | grew up in Lencester, bul my wife's
mother was bom in Coveniry and worked at the Humber factory
and the Talbod factory., We have good solid car making
connections,

Have vou danced since Sirictly?

Mo, never. 1 was series 2 and it's the only reality show ['ve done
having been asked 1o do others,

The great thing about Strictly is that youve really gol to try and
waork at it 'we said it before — Srrictly necds more crap dancers.
People like John Sergeant and me. That's what makes 10



