ENTRY

Friends found themselves in a handy spod Tor a quick round of salman
and cucamber sandwiches ora G and T when they helped the
museum 3l the four-day Antques for Everyone Far at the NEC,
blembers were kepd busy answering questions about the
miuseum and the vehicles on display.
Pictured above are the Kamer coach and Austin Gipsy fire
enggine with Daimber double-decker 333 lurking in the
background o the nght,

Festival of Motoring

Pembers with a classic vehicle washmg to tske part in this vear's Festival of
bfotoring muy on Sunday September 5 are offered a helpful concession that will save
hal T the cost of enrance. Admission for cars ia secal £10, motereyeles £5 walid for
one vehicle per member. To take advantage of thiz offer please use the enclosed
voucher and neote that the concession needs 1o be forwarded with 3 chegue by post
only. The voucher is not avatlable for the weekend packapge.
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CHATRMAN'S CHAT

Continuing the theme of geiting involwved
... Thanks to the vanous Friends who
helped man the museum™s stand for four
days al the Anligues for Evervone show al
MEC, who were in atlendance for iwo
store fours alb the end of Apnil and who,
thiz weekend, are displaving examples of
the motoroyele proup’s projects al
Gaydon,

Thanks oo to the several Friends who
signed up to our “Willing to Help™ list at
last month’s club night. The list will be
kept open for Friends (o sign op at fulure
club mights.

If you are unable to atfend a club night,
vou can gign up throwgh the Secretary —
Just let her have details of your particular
skills or interests and how o contact vou.
Az well as help with epecific events,
general belp in preparmg vehecles for
display would be much apprecinted by the
TTILEE,

%ou can find details of events in which
Friends are involved in the newsletter or in
our section of the muscum website:

WV, TN BOFL- T seum. cony [Tiends |
Widunteer helpers-for th next six weeks or
&0 will be sought at elub nights - again,
comtact the Secretary if unable 1o attend.
The aim is o lel as nmny people get
directly involved az want to but the

“ number able 10 ke part can sometimes be

restricted by, Tor example, the number of
exhibilors” passes available or (he need for
qualified drivers of museum vehicles,
Priority will 0 1o these already repiztered
as willing to help; if vou've not vet signed
up, please et in touch.

Dot forget that next maonth’s club nighl

| 15 an hour and a day early! 323 wall leave

the nusewm ot 5.30 on Wedpesday June

o | 16 to visit the Whesls Display Evening ot

for bikesyonly

Lomg lichington. Friends displaying their
o cars can travel with us in convoy of
meet us there,

I ook forward io secing you at bike night.
Please mote that on this cceasion the yvard

* will be for bikes only!
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e |-L11LnJu-:"d by BL in

1982, The car was a

‘1 -
[ heavily updited ver- i
[ siom of the Princess,
ey mode] that

facked a hoichback
The shghtly wedge-
|:=!Lr|p|:1cl design
betrayed the cars
Primcess ongins, and | g8
it s ol I_'I"\ITI'\ii-\.i.CI'CIj |
g truly new model.

Lu;t. The Inumph
| Acclym was made
|ff.:|m 1981 to 1954
| Biased on the Honda
Fallarde it used a
Homada-desigmed
|engine. [tws the
[ st Trivmph marque

1948 Triumph Specd Twin "Preny Boy 1"
Frame no, TF336%

Engine no. 4E5T96524 11 was nob an auspi-
ciows beginning for a motorcycle that would go
oy 1o neake history, The brand-new 1948 Tn-
umph 3T Specd Twin sat forlemly in the cor-
ner of a dealership; Iooking quite crispy fol-
Jowing an clectrical fire, The unlucky buyer
got o replacement machine under warranty and
the dealer, Bob Sirkeaian Sr., gof a project
hike, With ace shop foreman Fred Ford spin-
ning the wrenches, the bumed-out 51 was
transformed into n hot litfle bob-job,

L O its Tnemch, the
| Montego was soid a3
an Aunstin amt also an
PG, Froom 1586, 1t
was sold without a
| marque following the
phasimyg oul of the
Austin name

1928 Triumph 500 Nuremberg

Frivme no: 851908

Engine no, 1610014 Ome thinks of Triumphs as
the guintessential British motorcycle, but the
firm was actunlly founded by a German. Seig-
fried Bettmann immnigrated o Coveniey in
1884 pnd began manufacturing bicycles m both
England and Germany. Shortly afier the tum of |y e Pronsport in 1980: A line-up of fiest generation rear-engined buses at the
the century, he furned his attention to motorey | g1l Transport Museum, All the vehicles are Fleetlines: from left ex-Birmingham
cles and these were also made in both Eon- {_-,..;p,_.ll.__,‘“l,n_ Walsall Corporation amd Coventry Transport. The Fleetline was built at
tries. To avoid confusion between the two Tri- | 5oae fuctary of Dairmler from 1960 to 1973, and from 1973 to 1980 at

umph companies, the German bikes were ulti- 1y g0 eve Fasington factory in Lancashire, The last Fleetling entered service in 1982
ritedy named TWM (Tl Werkes M- M;j was superseded by the Leyland Obympian,
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Thirty years ago when the Muscum of British Boad Transport opened Tor the ficst tme Brigsh Leviand was still making a significant
mnge of curs at its Midland factories. However foreign imports, Japanese cars in particular, were becoming more and more popular.

It cansed the head of BL 5ir Michae] Edwardes woappenl 1o through The Times newspaper m January of that year o buy British cars.
He implored motorists to ‘rekindle on’ attitude of enlightened self-interest in Britain' such as is exhibited by France, Germany and Tialy
Sir Michae] said that it had become fashiohable 1o buy "exotic’ foreign cars in Britain and attacked frade union officials, UK company
directors, government and local suthority officinls and Members of Parlinment for doving foreign-made cars.

He reminded that while the Japanese share of the British market was 10,6 per cent, the equivabent Agures in France, Germany and Tialy
were 2155 and 0.1 per cent. The reason was “haulthy local chauvinism™ in those countries, a natural instinet (o buy home-produced
products; this was an atitude virtnally non-existent in Britain,

[he Brifish Economy {both in o national sense and the fuel consumpdion performance of BL cars), Sir Michae] says that the outhurs is
notspecial pleading for BL. Except insofar as the re-building of the company 12 0 maove fo reverse the steady decline of the British
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Pictures: clockwise from the top: The Dodomite 15000 wa= the final addition 1o
Triumph's small car range, Itwas designed o be a replacement for the rear-wheel
dnve Herald, A larger engined Dolomite Sprint with high performance was
produced froim 1972-1980 | The Ausisn Maxi {code name ADCH )

was the last car desipned wnder the BMC, and also the lasi
production car dreamt up by Alec Issigonis; the Momis
Marina has been described as one of the worst cors of all
tine and was replaced with the Lial i PERG; the Awstin
Metro lamched as BL's 'British car to beat the world'

In the event BL's fortunes teok a much-awaited riss in the

e, Dctober of 1980 with the lnunch of the Austin Metro. a modemn

y Ahree-door haichback that gave buyers an alternative to the

L eonie but agreimg Mini, The Metro went on o be one of

5, ihe most popular cars in Britain of the 19805,

3 In 1982 most of the car division became the Austin

& Rover group merking the end of the Moris and

R Triumiph marques although Jaguar and Daimler

remaimed in o separste company called Jamuar Car

: f Holdings, The Austin Bover Group started o partnership
s ¥ with Honda. A rationalisation of the model ranges also ook

place arcumad this fime, In 1980, Batish Leyiand was sall

producing four cars i the lorge fEamily car sector — the Leviand Princess,

Austin Maxi, Morriz Marina and Triomph Doleonite. Bug the Daolomile was

discontimued m Augree that vear -ond replaced by the Honda Civic based Triumph

Acclaim- ina move that zaw the Canley  plant closed, The Austim Maxi was also axed o year later, Mormis Manne became the Ital i

Awgusd 1980 fdlowing a major facelift, and o year later the Leyland Princess received a similar upgrade 1o become the

Auestin Ambas=ador, meaning that the 1982 range had just two competitors in this sector. In Agpril 19384, these cars were disconimaied

i make way for o single all-new model, ihe Austin Montegoo,



In the 1980s every major industrial concem in Coventry had iis apprenticeship scheme that
pravided the opportunily for mainly young men to gain anginearng skills on the shop foor,
Compeditive motor sport was 8 popular pasiime among many apprentices and a nebwork of
|| clubs sprang up. Many of tham are remembered through a club badge collection owned by
| member John Redshaw, But this month John Box from Burton Carnforth, Lancashire has
prowided us with gome of his personal memones of ihose heady daves. Here is his story

T I' g historic cors, It soon developed into the organisation of daytime and all
s B nught rallies. One of them stretched into the Forest of Dean, covered 200

ices’ motor sport

miles and included middle of the night refreshments.

Dimving tests were held on the factory premises and other works clubs
were invited 1o attend, Invitmstions were received from other apprentice
clubs and friendly rivalry developed.

Thinking back 1 do net know what the msurance implications would have
been had theve been a serious accident. [ remember that someone
overtumed a cor during driving tests of the Austin foctory, Longhodze, bt
it was quickly put back ontp s wheels and nothing more was said !

All this could not happen today. [t was possible to organise o mally them tell
the police where you would be and when, That was aboui it

The Daimler badpe comprises a vellow flag, intematonnl for procesd with
caution, o0 a blug background that was the colour of company ransport,
The picture (left) i=of an Austin 7 special which won the first dnving tests
in the factory grounds.

The grey 1910 12 hp Daimber in the CTM 15 the first cor that the
Apprentices Motor Club rebuilt. 1t won the Cheshine Lite coneours at the
VESOC Oulton Park meeting in 1958, Other cars rescoed by the club are m
the Taguar Hentage Collection and an ex-Reoal Shooting Brake from 1924
that i back in the Sandongham bews, S oy

abin Memorial Ride

[n cedebeation of the achievements of
Sictoren eyelist Tom Saban, a marsthon
io the birthplace of the modem
Olympics: will fake place a1 the

§ berinning of June. The %2 mile route
from blillenmium Place outside the
maeseum o Much Wenlock i
Shropshire is clearly for the more
serious cvelist mking in some of the
county s many beaury spols including
et the formidable Cles Hill, The run staris
al S5 on Saturday June 5 and redums
the following day by a shorter route
Cioventry borm Tom Sabdn achieved

Q1

fnme when the city was the centre of the
evele rade and won the firsg Olympic
races - 1876, This mougural rum is a

B fitfing mbute to this champion cyclist.
Entry fee is £10 and further details are
available from the musewm on

Contacts
Chrairman: Jahn Viggars tel: 024 7EET 9967
emall; john.viggarsitalkisi, net
Vice Chairman: Jean Wilkox
Secrelary: Lesbey VWiggars tel: {24 7687 9967
enall jlviggarsiEattak. net

Tregsurar: Grign Jecksan

Cuitside avants co-crdinator

Commilbes: Stan Wikcos, Juiia Kendal

Draye Graan, ..'H"II'I:.I Pirilakl, Dayea

Slarsfledd, Beian Bromwich, Terry Besmbridge
Mumawn: &l 024 7623 4270

emaEl enduiriss@iransport-moeseum. com
Meawalalter: Heith Dvapes 024 TE40 2030

o ameail: dandellongntksard. com

el 024 7623 4370,

Many thank= to John Box for recalling his
timae s & member of his apprentices” motor

! club. There must be some mors stories ot
there, Please send me a few notes before the
subject dies g death. Here are two mone
hadges for inspiration.




